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President’s Message
Sitting Bull once said, “Behold my friends, the spring is come; the
earth has gladly received the embraces of the sun, and we shall soon
see the results of their love.” German Conductor and Romantic
Composer Gustav Mahler, said, “Spring won’t let me stay in this
house any longer! I must get out and breathe the air deeply again.”
And the wonderful Robin Williams joked, “Spring is nature’s way
of saying ‘Let’s Party!’

Fern Creek

But, no matter how we view Spring, what we know is that Spring wakes us,
nurtures us and revitalizes us. It brings forth sunny warmth, green fields and
colorful flowers. It brings forth hope and happiness!
Last year, I had the pleasure of meeting a man who has channeled his happiness
and love into making others smile. Michael Ray is the founder and creator of
Smile Project Louisville. He has made it his life’s mission to spread positivity
and happiness through smiling with strangers. He is joy personified. And he will
be the speaker at our April Networking Luncheon. What better way to kick off
our first meeting back after quarantine, than with a speaker who will light up the
room with gladness and positivity!
We, at the FCCACC hope that you will join us to celebrate Spring, for all the
hope and happiness it brings. We have missed seeing your smiling faces.
Inside this month’s newsletter you will find lots of great news. It is full of what’s
been going on around our community and what events are to come this spring.
From Brightside Cleanup, to Metro Council news, to events sponsored and
hosted by our community businesses and partners, there’s much to know.
This year I find myself with a fervent Spring Fever. It has been a year of
quarantine and long hibernation. I for one am ready to come out and feel the sun
on my face and the fresh, warm air, alive around me. I can guess that many
others feel the same!
Hope to see you all soon. Happy Spring!
Karen Roalofs, President FCCACC
Rlsenterprises1987@gmail.com
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FCCACC Member Events
March Luncheon Guest Speakers
The past few months, this meeting announcement section contained the COVID-19 shutdown
message. We’re happy to announce, starting next month, FCCACC is returning to its normal
monthly meeting activity. We’re now in the process of scheduling interesting and thought
provoking speakers – be sure to read the Member Update and Planning Message on page 4.

Luncheon Hosts
FCCACC
6104 Bardstown Rd
Louisville, KY 40291

April Luncheon Guest Speaker
Our April 6 speaker is Michael Ray. Michael is the founder of Smile Project Louisville, an
organization created to affect attitude and behaviors through smiling with strangers. As the oldest
of 7, Michael has seen life take many twists and turns. After 20+ years in the tumultuous
mortgage industry, the death of a child, the challenges of a non-verbal special needs daughter and
divorce, this father of 4 acted on a once dreamt desire of inspiring others through small acts. This
leap of faith has since turned into Smile Project Louisville. Luncheon will be at the Woodhaven Country Club.

Luncheon Hosts
FCCACC
6104 Bardstown Rd
Louisville, KY 40291

Renew Today
http://www.ferncreek.org/renew.php
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FCCACC Opinion: Are We At The End Of COVID-19?
Spring officially arrives March 20. The daylight hours are already getting longer and the
temperature is getting warmer. The big question for Spring 2021: is this the end of the
coronavirus pandemic?
The good news – reported by the Louisville/Jefferson County Information Consortium (LOJIC), the confirmed
COVID-19 cases continue to decline in Louisville including our FCCACC area.
And, in case you didn’t see it, the February 17 Wall Street Journal (WSJ) contained a positive opinion article by
Dr. Marty Makery, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, who wrote: COVID cases have dropped by 77% since
January 1 and predicted we'll have herd immunity about April.
He stated that natural immunity from prior infection is far more common than can be measured by testing. He
then applied a time-weighted capture average to the 28 million confirmed cases and determined about 55% of
American have natural immunity. He also included the 15% (at that time) of American that have received the
vaccine in his prediction. His prediction that COVID-19 will be mostly gone by April is based on laboratory
data, mathematical data, published literature and conversations with experts. You can read the entire article at:
https://www.wsj.com/articles/well-have-herd-immunity-by-april-11613669731
In Kentucky, Governor Andy Beshear instructed the state’s regional vaccination centers to begin providing
Phase 1C shots on March 1 and Louisville Mayor Greg Fisher stated in mid-February that Louisville's mass
vaccination site at Broadbent Arena may be able to move to the 1C category in "late March or April," . The
Phase 1C “Essential Workers” list includes food services workers which is good news for our restaurant
members. Governor Beshear said in his 1C announcement the state will “probably take small steps” to increase
restaurant capacity above the current 50% level.
Also, Kentucky began receiving an additional 29% vaccine supply the week of February 22 and both Pfizer and
Moderna announced in late February they would double their vaccine production and deliveries – Pfizer by
mid-March and Moderna by April. Johnson & Johnson was recently approved and a few others are waiting on
FDA approval. With the increase in vaccine supplies, the additional shot locations and the starting of Phase 1C
in March/early April, perhaps Louisville’s Phase 2 (all others) could start by mid-summer.
The WSJ also reported in the February 22 edition that consumer demand is back and the factories are finding it
difficult to keep up: https://www.wsj.com/articles/consumer-demand-snaps-back-factories-cant-keep-up11614019305
This is all positive news, but does it mean we’re back to “normal”?
Per the experts, pandemics are hard to predict accurately. The safe assumption is this spring most likely will be
like spring 2020 and this summer will be near normal (albeit a post-virus normal). The Kentucky fall and winter
weather could possibly produce some turbulent areas, but no statewide COVID-19 lockdowns.
So, the answer appears to be - we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, and it’s not a train.
FCCACC is returning to its normal operating procedure beginning with the April Monthly Luncheon meeting
(meeting details on page 2).
It’s great to be back!
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FCCACC Members: Update and Planning Message
We hope you are all well and looking forward to a sense of normalcy again! It has to happen,
right?? We have missed seeing everyone and are looking forward to getting back to in-person
networking. We have some great speakers lined up for the summer months, including our new
LMPD Chief Ericka Shields and new CEO for Louisville Tourism, Cleo Battle.
We are starting our luncheon series up again on April 5, with Michael Ray, Smile Louisville Project. He will be
an exciting speaker to get us started up again. It will be held at Woodhaven Country Club and all socially
distancing rules will be in place. They serve lunch, via cafeteria style, with all COVID-19 protocols in
place. Look for details to come and reservation information.
We are planning on holding the Expo later on this summer, so stay tuned! And of course, the Golf Tournament
will be held again in September and the Fall Festival in October. We are looking forward to your continued
participation, so please call Jean at 239-7550 with any questions or concerns.

FCCACC Scholarship Award
Congratulations to Kendall White. She was selected as our 2021 FCCACC Scholarship
Recipient. A Mercy Senior who will be attending The University of Louisville in the Fall,
pursing a degree in Business. We wish her well as she furthers her education and in all future
endeavors. Congratulations to all of our participants and watch for our scholarship next year.

Member News
Flag Raising Ceremony
State Representative Kevin Bratcher spoke at the Flag Raising Ceremony performed by the St.
Gabriel Boy Scouts Troop 346 at Triangle Park in Fern Creek On January 23. District 22 Metro
Councilman Robin Engel also addressed the crowd. There was a good turnout to watch the
ceremony on a very chilly Saturday morning.
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Cindy Stiver and Kelly Miller, Morning Pointe, Community Relations Directors, faced
the cold January 21 weather to hand deliver a hot Loaded Potato soup and corn bread
dinner for four made from scratch to warm-up the Morning Pointe friends and
community guests. All those participating were also entered to win a $100 Qdoba gift card to kick start their
Souper Bowl festivities. I can personally attest to the delightful meal, the Potato Soup was awesome! Thank
you, Cindy and Kelly, for the delicious dinner.

Once again, the dynamic-duo braved the cold weather to hand deliver another special
delight. This time Cindy Stiver and Kelly Miller, Morning Pointe, Community
Relations Directors, hosted a February 16 Mardi Gras drive-thru event, featuring Chef
Brooke’s famous Gumbo and Bread Pudding, for the Morning Pointe friends and community guests. They had
an excellent turnout on a very wintery day. Chef Brooke worked several years in New Orleans to learn and
master the gumbo expertise. I have enjoyed gumbo in New Orleans and along the Gulf Coast and a big thank
you goes to Chef Brooke for this delicious indulgence.

Highview Ice Cream and Coffee served as a collection point for the local non-profit
Community Connections in January. The campaign collected more than 750 donations
of coats, socks, blankets, and more to hand out. Plug – they serve a good cup of coffee.
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Academies of Louisville Fern Creek High School
Joel is a current junior and a
dual-pathway concentrator. He
participates in both our
JROTC as well as fire science
academy. Joel says “I love fire
science because it not only
teaches you about fire but it
teaches you about medical
emergencies, investigating and
overall how to remain calm under pressure.
Mr. Lamaster’s makes the class fun despite us
learning about serious scenarios.” Joel is the
epitome of what our new Academies can do for
our students and community. Congrats Joel &
keep up the good work!!!!

Chief Nathan Mulvey
(FCFD) and his crew
have been an intricate
part in growing and
developing our fire
science pathway at
FCHS. They have helped our teachers and
administrators obtain resources, such as the fire
suits our students will use when training. They
also aided in coordinating a few trips to the
training facility in Middletown. Our students
highly enjoyed the experience. Our pathway
wouldn’t be headed in the direction it is
without the cooperation, willingness and
excitement brought by the FC Fire Department.

Renew Your Membership.
2021 Membership invoices are due upon receipt.
Annual Invoices are in the mail. Renewing your Chamber membership is an investment in your business and an
investment in the community. Renew your membership TODAY:

FCCACC
P.O. Box 9156
6104 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY 40291

Online by selecting “Join!” at: http://www.ferncreek.org
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Member Announcements
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Membership News
Welcome New Members
EXIT Realty Green Team
George & Julie Green
8607 Smyrna Pkwy, Ste. 108
Louisville, KY 40228
(502) 439-7596
We are a real estate team that has been together for several years (originally formed in 2010) but
have recently just purchased a new franchise and location in February 2021 just off Smyrna
Pkwy. Our team is different from a traditional brokerage for a few reasons – first, we are
husband/wife owned team (George and Julie Green) and are residents of the Fern Creek area.
(Checkout the FCCACC Directory for the complete business description).

Join us in welcoming our new members to the FCCACC. Supporting our members is crucial to our/their success
and ensures we are a community that continues to grow.
Want to be an Active Member? Then become a volunteer. The success of our Chamber
depends upon the valuable support of our members and the hard work of the committees
who so generously volunteer and give their time. As you make your New Year
resolutions, resolve to become more engaged with the Chamber in 2021. There is a direct
correlation to the effectiveness of both the Chamber and your membership with how
involved you are in the activities and networking opportunities provided by the Chamber. We need you
and your ideas; we are always open to constructive feedback and ideas. Join a committee and contribute
your skills and talents. Or take a leadership role and become a Board Member – November is
nominations month.
To volunteer for an event or Committee (Building & Maintenance, Membership/PR, or Programs), please
send your contact and availability information to: info@ferncreek.org or contact Jean at 239-7550.

If you are interested in being a Spotlight
Business in the Communicator, please give
Jean a call at the Chamber office 239-7550.
You can write up your own insert for the
newsletter and send it to info@ferncreek.org, or
you can give us the information and we will get
it done for you!

Send your business events information to info@ferncreek.org, or contact Jean at 239-7550.
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FCCACC Business Spotlight

Fern Creek
High School
The Academies of Louisville (AOL) connects high schools to business and community
partners, while aligning education and workforce development needs to better prepare students
for postsecondary and career success. Fern Creek HS began its journey as an AOL school last
year. We have made strong strategic business and community partnerships to facilitate the
real-world experiences and opportunities that are crucial to our students. We are always
looking for more partners to join us to ensure our students are provided with the most diverse
opportunities before they leave our doors. Please check out our list of pathways we offer to see
if there is an opportunity to align your business with our school.
Our Pathway Academies include:
- Fire Science
- Plumber Assistant
- Automation Engineering
- Early Childhood Education
- Culinary
- Consumer & Family
Management

- Cinematography & Video
Prod.
- Management &
Entrepreneurship
- Computer Science
- Graphic Design
- JROTC

Academy Spotlight
Our Fire Science Pathway has installed the VR FLAIM Trainer. Mr. LaMaster is so excited to use this as an
amazing, interactive teaching tool!
Get Involved!
There are many ways local businesses and organizations can get involved at our community high school. See
below and please contact the school for more details:
Job Opportunities:
Our students are always looking for employment, particularly those who are in our co-op/Work Based Learning
program. Email Joshua Abell joshua.abell@jefferson.kyschools.us
Senior Backpack Panel:
Every year, outgoing seniors must present the best work of their 4 years in high school. We ask community
members to participate as members of the panel for these individual students. If interested, please contact Sara
Abell: Sara.wilson-abell@jefferson.kyschools.us
To learn more about the Academies of Louisville contact: Josh Abell, Fern Creek High School, Work-Based
Learning Coordinator.
Thank you All for being a member of the
Fern Creek Community Center & Chamber of Commerce!

Fern Creek Community Center & Chamber of Commerce
6104 Bardstown Rd
http://www.ferncreek.org/
Louisville, KY 40291
https://www.facebook.com/

Phone (502) 239-7550
Fax (502) 239-7650
page 9 |

Join the FCCACC!
The FCCACC is comprised of individuals, businesses, civic and civil servants, volunteers, retirees and students
who live, work and play in the Fern Creek, Highview and Buechel areas. Together we represent a cooperative
and collective effort to maintain and enhance the business and social climate of our combined communities.
MEMBER BENEFITS
As a member of the FCCACC you’ll participate in many benefits, of which the following are a few:
Participation in a forum for addressing your
business and community needs.

Interaction with other business associations.

Become part of a unified voice to utilize the
Business associations are eligible for matching
services of government and public agencies.
grants and technical assistance through NCD.
Increase the awareness of your business services.
Involvement in zoning actions, land and other
proposed development activities in our area.

Regular monthly events such as luncheons and other
social activities.
An annual online Membership Directory.

MEMBERSHIP FEES
 Business or Organization Annual membership dues — $175.00 per/yr.
 Individual membership dues — $50.00 per/yr.
As a first time member, you may join at any time of the year. Our membership year is January through
December. Dues are pro-rated based upon the joining month! Beginning in July your dues are the remainder of
the current year, and a full membership for next year.

Complete the Application on our web page at: http://www.ferncreek.org/join
Like us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/FernCreekChamber/
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